brought to light, and the word is heard on almost every passing breeze?"See, here is something new 1" Conspicuous in the array of great achievements, is found the subject on which I now propose to write. There is no science connected with the interests of the human family that has made such rapid strides within the last fifty years as has that of Dentistry. It is astonishing to think how small a space it occupied in the world at so recent a date as a half century ago. Indeed, it can scarcely be said to have existed as a science at that day. True, there were a few men in the world who professed to be dentists, and performed operations on the teeth, but they had no laws by which to govern them in their operations, and if they conferred benefit it was the result of accident rather than skill. There was no literature?probably a dozen books or less would have comprised everything that had ever been written on the subject, and these contained the most absurd ideas imaginable, as has been proved by more recent developments. I say it is strange that a science which now occupies so large a space in the world, and one that is so important to the comfort of mankind, so extensively known, too, and appreciated, should have been so little known only fifty years ago.
There is now scarcely a town in all the civilized world, To insure the purity of the metal, I adopted the plan of gilding, by the galvanic process?for which purpose I ordered a small battery, with which to do my own gilding. I used for the purpose pure gold, and gilded thoroughly. Gilding was not claimed by the patentee as at all necessary ; but a piece looked better, and I fancied it was better ; and now, after a trial of three years and a half I am satisfied that I was right in that conjecture. I have put in only one piece from the beginning until now, so far as I recollect, without gilding, and that was temporary. In casting the plate for that piece the metal did not flow freely, and a hole was left in the plate about the size of a gold dollar, which required to be filled up, and it was done with a solder that was prepared by the patentee for such purposes. The piece was worn six or eight months, and a new piece was constructed to take the place of the first, and to be permanent.
On examination of the first piece I found that corrosion had taken place on the patch composed of solder, and it was nearly destroyed?corrosion having gone quite through it. X had very few defects of this sort after the first, requiring to be patched ; but at the first they were common ; I finally learned however, how to cast perfect plates. But 
